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Financial Assistance Program 2026-2027 

CONSERVATION PROJECT APPLICATION 
 

Applications accepted from July 1, 2026 to September 1, 2026. Awardees will be 
notified in November 2026. Projects must be completed by June 1, 2027. 

Overview 

The Valencia Soil and Water Conservation District (VSWCD/District/Valencia SWCD) Financial Assistance 
Program is for the conservation of soil, water, and the natural landscapes that protect and enhance the 
quality and resilience of these natural resources. The program has been developed to promote effective 
conservation practices*** that can be used across many different landscapes, including rural, urban 
(backyard gardens), wild land urban interface (WUI), rangeland, and agricultural lands within the Middle 
Rio Grande Valley Floodplain, uplands, and mesas. Establishment of this program has been made possible 
through the VSWCD’s ¼-mil levy that was approved by referendum vote in May 2013. The Financial 
Assistance Program will continue to be reviewed and updated to benefit the livelihood and quality of life of 
the residents of the VSWCD. 

Application Evaluation Process 
• The Financial Assistance Program process requires that an applicant submit an application, with all 

required documents attached, by September 1, 2026 to Valencia SWCD. 

• VSWCD uses a competitive ranking process to evaluate conservation project applications, bas 
ed on each application’s level of completeness and upon the strength and longevity of the 
conservation practices. (See Conservation Practices Ranking Sheet to learn how practices are ranked). 

• Awarded projects must formulate a detailed conservation plan with the District’s Natural Resource 
Conservationist. 

• Awards are distributed on the basis of reimbursements of approved expended funds (not 
on estimates) at high, medium, or low rates, based on conservation value (See Conservation 
Practices Ranking Sheet), after project completion. 

• Projects must be completed by June 1, 2027. 

• All program activities are contingent on available annual funds. 
 

Eligibility for applicants 
• Applicants may apply, either as the landowner(s) or with the written consent of the landowner(s). 

Group applications are acceptable and may include schools, community gardens, senior centers, 
community centers, home-owner associations, or other similar groups. 

• In all instances, the property must be located within the District, and proof of payment of VSWCD’s 
¼ mil levy must be submitted with the application. 

• In a given Fiscal year, applicants may apply for conservation project funding or stand-alone items, but 
not both. Awarded applicants may not apply the following Fiscal year, so that mil levy funds may be 
distributed equitably. 
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Photo: Sublime Pastures, Tomé. Financial Assistance awardee in 2019. 

 

SECTION 1 – Main categories of assistance 

Award Limit: The cap or limit for reimbursements of any conservation project is $7,500. The cap for 
any singular conservation practice is $5,000. Applicants may apply for multiple conservation practices. 
The percent of reimbursement is based on the priority of practice (high, medium, or low) as determined 
through the District’s ranking process (see Conservation Practices Ranking Sheet and Program 
Overview for more details on funded conservation practices). Reimbursement requests must be 
submitted with receipts and will be made on the basis of actual expenditures, not budget estimates. 

***Conservation Practices are defined, for this assistance program, as specific proposed natural-resources 
management practices or systems for conservation, enhancement, or restoration of soil and water, which 
are the foundation for continued watershed health and productive agriculture. 

▪ SOILS TESTING and SOIL HEALTH: For rangeland, cropland, gardens, and landscapes. Valencia 
SWCD fully supports NM’s Healthy Soils initiative & the Soil Health Champion program. We perform 
FREE Soil Tests! 

▪ EROSION CONTROL: Projects may include (1) an identified watershed-wide erosion concern where 
properties are at risk; improvements enhance watershed health while reducing erosion of soils; (2) 
rangeland and cropland assistance for erosion control projects. 

▪ WATER HARVESTING: Used for wildlife, livestock, or irrigating landscaping, farms, or backyard 
gardens. 

▪ VEGETATIVE COVER: For carbon sequestration, water catchment, pollinator habitat, and overall 
watershed health enhancements, with emphasis on native species. 

▪ POLLINATOR AND WILDLIFE ENHANCEMENT HABITAT AND PLANTINGS: Technical assistance is 

available for developing a pollinator enhancement habitat landscape or garden planting design and 
plan, often done in concert with farming. 

▪ RIPARIAN RESTORATION MANAGEMENT PRACTICES FOR WATERSHED HEALTH, HABITAT 
IMPROVEMENTS, and SAFETY: Practices may include wetland establishment, appropriate native 
plant establishment, invasive plant removal, etc. 

▪ OTHER CONSERVATION PRACTICES: Please refer to the Conservation Practices Ranking Sheet for a 
complete list of practices that are reimbursed. Additional practices that are not listed but that have 
conservation value may be considered. 
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SECTION 2 – Application for Assistance 

Please submit a completed application, with all supporting documentation, to the VSWCD at one of the 
following: 

By U.S. Mail: PO Box 170, Belen, NM 87002 
Email: AssistancePrograms@ValenciaSWCD-nm.gov 
In-person drop-off: VSWCD, Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area, 2424 Highway 47, Belen, NM 

 
If you have any questions, please contact our office in person, by phone at 505-864-8914, or by email at 
AssistancePrograms@ValenciaSWCD-nm.gov 

 

 
Name of Applicant:   Date Submitted to VSWCD:   

1) Phone Number:   

2) Email:   

3) Mailing address of Applicant:   

4) What do you want to accomplish? What are your goals? (Please see Conservation Practices Ranking 
Sheet) * VSWCD also encourages attaching drawings, designs, or maps to help describe the project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5) Are you applying as an individual or as part of a group?  Individual  Group* 

* If applying as a group, describe the group.  

 

6) Are you the Landowner or Lessee*?   

* If you are the lessee, you must provide proof of the landowner’s agreement with the project. Please have 

the landowner(s) sign his/her/(their) consent on the application below. 

 
7) Address or closest crossroad of land to which application applies (if different from mailing address). Only 

one application will be accepted per location per year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
8) What is the total area of project (acreage or square footage)?  

mailto:AssistancePrograms@ValenciaSWCD-nm.gov
mailto:AssistancePrograms@ValenciaSWCD-nm.gov
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9) How is the land currently being used? 
 

 

 

 

 
 

10) Does the property have any legal obstacles? ☐ Yes or ☐ No. If any encumbrances exist, state what those 

are (e.g., severed water rights, liens for collateral, access, etc.). 

 

 
11) Does the property have an existing Site Conservation Plan or design that has been created? ☐ Yes or 

☐ No. *If Yes, please attach any plans or designs to this application. 

12) If awarded, are you willing to work with VSWCD to share the story of your conservation project with 

the public? ☐ Yes or ☐ No. 

* If yes, you receive an extra 10 points, see Conservation Practices Ranking Sheet. 
 

13) Please let us know how you heard about this program. Circle all that apply: word of mouth, friend, 

newsletter, Valencia SWCD’s monthly Soil & Water column in the Valencia County News-Bulletin, 

social media, radio, seminar or workshop, or other*. *Explain  

14) Budget: Please estimate the costs. Attach a budget sheet separately if the space provided is insufficient. 

Conservation Practice Estimated Cost 

Example: Drip irrigation system for 1+ acre Example: $1,000 

  

  

  

  

  

* VSWCD requires that a soil test be done for all funded projects, unless the soil were recently tested. 
⎈⎈⎈We perform these soil tests for FREE⎈⎈⎈. Soil testing is a critical component for determining the 
success of your conservation practices. 
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Application Guidelines 

i. Applications must be submitted to VSWCD via email, mail or in person by September 1. 
 

ii. Applicants can expect written notice of acceptance or rejection by October. If an application is 
rejected, the applicant may resubmit it the following year. VSWCD reserves the right to partially 
fund projects. 

 
iii. VSWCD will work with applicants to finalize a site conservation plan and budget that may modify original 

cost estimates and will serve as the project agreement for the applicant’s approval. Applicant’s 
signature of the agreement is required prior to the start of any practice(s) or project (electronic signatures are 
acceptable). 

 
iv. By law, no work can commence on any reimbursement before an applicant has received approval 

and a notice to proceed. All receipts must be dated after the project’s approval date. 

v. Projects must be completed within the current VSWCD Fiscal year, by June 1, 2027. In extenuating 

circumstances, project extensions will be considered at the sole discretion of VSWCD. If an extension 

is not granted prior to June 1 and the work is not completed, the agreement will become void. 

vi. To receive reimbursements, awardees must: 

 
a. Contact VSWCD prior to June 1, 2027 to complete a site visit to verify completion. 

b. Provide receipts with full and detailed accounting of all expenses to the VSWCD. Any 
contractor invoicing is considered summarized, but all other receipts must be submitted with a 
summary page, including all charges and their explanation, for the project to be deemed 
completed. No reimbursements will be made without receipts for work completed. 

c. Typically, an awardee will be reimbursed within 30 days of completing this process. 
 

vii. Practices in the approved plan are expected to be established for a minimum of 5 years for 
conservation benefit. If the practice is not maintained on the land for 5 years for reasons beyond the 
applicant’s control (e.g., flood, fire) the VSWCD may consider requests for replacing a practice in the 
same location prior to 5 years, if it provides restored or greater conservation benefit. 
 

viii. All awardees must agree to post a small sign at the project site that indicates the award is from Valencia 

Soil and Water Conservation District. The sign should remain posted for the 5-year life expectancy of the 

project and returned to the District thereafter. The sign will be provided by the District. 

 

ix. VSWCD will request site visits for all financial assistance requests, before the start of the project, 
following completion of the project, and during the life of the practice (depending on the scope of the 
project). Applicants must agree to site visits, or applications will not be approved. This VSWCD 
oversight of public funds allows evaluation of the effectiveness of financial assistance programs in 
supporting best conservation practices within the District. 

 
x. If an applicant is awarded public funds for assistance, the awardee’s name and award amount is part 

of the public record. 
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Applicants must submit the following to be considered for an award (please check): 

A. ______ a completed and signed application. 
 

B. ________a copy of the VSWCD ¼-mil levy assessment (property tax bill) with proof of 
payment 

 
C. ______ Groups must provide a signed and notarized affidavit that the majority of the 

participants reside within the District, and at least one of the participants must 
provide proof of VSWCD ¼-mil levy payment. 

D. ______ Drawings, designs, and maps describing the project. 
 

E. ______ A budget with cost estimates per conservation practice. 
 

 
Statement of Applicant: I have reviewed and understand the guidelines and process for this 
application. My signature attests to my review and understanding and is required for the submission 
of my application for financial assistance. 

 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant Signature Printed Full Name Date 
 
 

 

Landowner Signature (if applicable) Printed Full Name Date 

 
Contact Information for the Valencia Soil and Water Conservation District: 

 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 170 Belen, 
NM 87002 

Main Office Address: 
Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area 2424 

Hwy 47 

Belen, NM 87002 

AssistancePrograms@ValenciaSWCD-nm.gov 
505-864-8914 

mailto:AssistancePrograms@ValenciaSWCD-nm.gov

