VALENCIA

SOIL & WAGER CONSERVALION DISLRICE

7 January 2026

Board of County Commissioners
Valencia County Government
444 Luna Avenue

Los Lunas, NM 87031

Dear Commissioners:

Valencia Soil and Water Conservation District hereby requests that the 2025 property tax
bills be corrected, yet again. The current bills were supposed to correct the errors in the
original tax bills that were mailed in the Autumn. Instead, the current property tax bills
issued from the Valencia County Treasurer this December, using data that include the
names of distributions, rates, and calculation provided by the Valencia County Assessor,
are replete with new errors.

These errors include:

1. incorrect mathematical calculations’;

2. arbitrary lowering a mil levy rate—a newly incorrect levy rate of 1.874 for the
University of New Mexico’s Valencia Branch appeared on the recent tax bills, when
the correct rate is 1.876% and was correctly indicated on the initial tax bill;

3. anincorrect mil-levy amount on the assessment for the Valencia Soil and Water
Conservation District (Valencia SWCD), identified in the distribution as SWCD?;
every taxpayer has been overcharged one cent for the %-mil levy due to Valencia
SWCD*;

' For example, on a property with a next taxable value of $98,440, with a municipal residential tax rate of 2.652
mils: 98,440 x 0.002652 = $261.06. Yet, the assessment on the bill was $208.67. In this case, the error
favored governmental units, as was the case with the assessments for school-residential, county debt,
county operational-residential, state debt, and UNM-Valencia Campus.

2 private conversation with Rick Goshorn, UNM-Valencia Director of Business Operations on January 6, 2026.
3Tax bills examined all revealed that the Valencia SWCD assessment was one (1) cent more than it should
have been.

4This amount may seem trivial to Valencia County Government, but one cent multiplied by the total number
of taxpayers will amount to hundreds of dollars that Valencia Soil and Water Conservation Districtis not
authorized by the %-mil levy to receive and, therefore, will not accept.
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4. duplicate mil-levy assessments for the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District
(MRGCD), Valencia Soil and Water Conservation District (Valencia SWCD), and the
Valencia County Arroyo Flood Control District (VCAFCD);

5. an assessment for an entity that does not exist in New Mexico®: the “Soil Water
Conservancy”;

6. incorrect assessments for MRGCD, [Valencia] SWCD, and VCAFC that were not
calculated on the net taxable value.®

Valencia Soil and Water Conservation District notes that the inclusion of a second mil levy
assessment called “Soil Water Conservancy” creates confusion for taxpaying residents
who have to guess whether the assessment is for the Middle Rio Grande CONSERVANCY
District [emphasis added], the Valencia Soil and Water Conservation District, or another
entity. The County knows very well that there is no entity called the “Soil Water
Conservancy,” because it receives an annual mil levy rate resolution from Valencia Soil and
Water Conservation District, among other reasons. Itis not legal for Valencia County
Government to assess and collect a levy for a non-existent entity. Valencia County
Government must correct and clarify this matter to the public forthwith.

Valencia County Government, in duplicating levies for MRGCD, Valencia SWCD, and
VCAFCD, raised the mil levy rates for these entities without the statutory authority to do so.
Valencia County Government does NOT have the authority to raise or lower a mil levy rate
at its own discretion, as stipulated in the New Mexico Property Tax Code and other statutes.
To wit, Valencia County Government lowered the mil-levy rate for UNM Valencia Campus, a

5The Valencia Soil and Water Conservation District is registered with the Secretary of State of New Mexico.
Valencia Soil and Water Conservation District is the official name of the District. The District will not sanction
any other name being on the property tax bills other than this. If an acronym must be used, for space-saving
reasons, it must be proposed to and agreed by the District. The Valencia County Government is advised that
Valencia Soil and Water Conservation District will protect its name, brand, and standing.

§ Calculations were based on the taxable value, without deducting allowable exemptions. In the case of
veterans with a duly authorized Veteran’s Exemption, the assessments for MRGCD, Valencia SWCD, and
VCAFCD were higher than they are allowable under law. New Mexico’s regulations pertaining to the
PROPERTY TAX CODE, Sections 7-35-1 to 7-36-93 NMSA 1978, 3.6 NMAC, as revised in June 2025, state in7-
35-2(F) that “net taxable value’ means the value of property upon which the tax is imposed and is determined
by deducting from taxable value the amount of any exemption authorized by the Property Tax Code.” The
Property Tax Code in Section 7-37-5 further clarifies in part 3.6.6.12 (A) that the veteran exemption applies to
property taxes imposed by laws other than the Property Tax Code, including a hospital district, flood control
district, and other similar districts. Per Section 7-38-31, the COUNTY ASSESSOR [must] CERTIFY NET
TAXABLE VALUES to the Department of Taxation and Revenue. This was not done in the case of the
assessments made for MRGCD, Valencia SWCD, and VCAFCD on the bills of taxpayers who had qualified for
exemptions, including veterans; instead, the Assessor forwarded calculations of taxable values for those
assessments.



decision that will cost the university 20 cents on every $100,000 of net taxable property,
which could amount to tens of thousands of dollars of lost revenue.

Valencia Soil and Water Conservation District hereby asserts that Valencia County must
cease and desist from using incorrect names in reference to this District. Valencia Soil and
Water Conservation District hereby asserts that Valencia County must not collect an
additional cent more than what is statutorily required to be assessed and collected as our
District’s %-mil levy. Specifically, we demand that the assessment for this District be
calculated correctly, based on the net taxable value of property. This means the taxable
value less any exemptions, as the New Mexico Tax Code and other statutes require. We will
not accept Valencia County Government overcharging Veterans’ for the %-mil levy due to
this District.

These egregious errors constitute a failure of oversight and execution of duties at multiple
levels of Valencia County Government. Such failures cause the public to lose faith in local
government. Surely, we can do better.

Finally, this property-tax debacle has caused revenues from property taxes to be delayed.
Valencia County Government’s errors are causing financial difficulties for the various local
public bodies that depend on tax revenue for their operations. With further delays being
occasioned by this second round of errors, expected mil levy revenue may not be
deposited until the Spring. Is Valencia County Government prepared to provide bridge
financing to the various entities experiencing cash flow challenges?

Your attention to these matters and a timely, official response—in writing—to this District
are requested.

Respectfully submitted,

Teresa Smith de Cherif
Bogrd Chair

A U@’&Wb/

Pam Cordova

7 Other taxpayers who have exemptions, such as those with the Head of Household exemption, must have
their assessments to MRGCD, Valencia SWCD, and VCAFCD recalculated as well, based on net taxable value
[taxable value less the exemption(s)].
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